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Anyone can be a member of the Post
staff except maybe Jerry LaGrow. All
you have to do is come to the meetings
and do one of the many different and
exciting tasks necessary for the
smooth operation of a paper like this.
You start work at nothing per hour,

Most of our material and inspiration
for material comes from the community.

We encourage you, the reader, to
become more than a reader.

We welcome all stories and tips for

Poat Lellen

BLOOMINGTON

Book Hive, 103 W. Front

Eastgate IGA, at parking lot exit

The Joint, 415 N. Main

Medusa's Bookstore, 109 W. Front

The Back Porch, 402% N. Main

The Book Worm, 310% N. Main

South West Corner--Front § Main:

Mr. Quick, Clinton at Washington

Downtown Postal Substation, Center
and Monroe

and stay there. Everyone else is paid stories, which you can mail to our Bl. Post Office, E. Empire (at exit)

the same. Ego gratification and good i
karma are the fringe benefits. this rap).

Decisions are made collectively by
staff members at one of our regular
meetings. All workers have an equal
voice. The Post-Amerikan has no
editor or hierarchical structure, so
quit calling up here and asking who's
in charge.

Anybody who reads this paper can tell
the type of stuff we print. All
worthwhile material is welcome. We
try to choose articles that are timely,
relevant, informative, and not avail-
able in other local media. We will

not print anything racist, sexist, or
ageist. ]

office (the address is at the end of

If *You'd like to work on the Post and/
or come to meetings,
number is 828-7232.

reach folks at 828-6885 or ask for Kroger's, 1110 E. Oakland °
Andrea at 829-6223 during the day.

You can make bread hawking the Post--
15¢ a copy, except for the first 50
copies on which you make only 10¢ a
copy. Call us at 828-7232.

Mail, which we more than welcome,
should be sent to:
P.0. Box 3452, Bloomington, IL 61701.

(Be sure you tell us if you don't want
your letter printed: O : > .
likely to end up in. our letters column.) Pantagraph Building (in front)

Devary's Market, 1402 W. Market
Harris' Market, 802 N. Morris
Hickory Pit, 920 W. Washington
Biasi's Drug Store, 217 N. Main
Discount Den, 207 N. Main

U-I Grocery, 918 W. Market

call us. ‘The
You can also

Bus Depot, 523 N. East
The Wash House, 609 N. Clinton

Bi-Rite, 203 E. Locust
Man-Ding-Go's, 312 S. Lee
Mel-O-Cream Doughnuts, 901 N. Main
Mr. Donut, 1310 E. Empire

Doug's Motorcycle, 1105 W. Washington
K-Mart, at parking lot exit

Small Changes Bookstore, 409A N. Main
Lay-Z-J Saloon, 1401 W. Market

The Post-Amerikan,

Otherwise it's

Common Ground, 516 N. Main

Alcoholics Anonymous--828-5049

American Civil Liberties Union--452-4831

Clare House (Catholic Worker)--828-4035

Community for Social Action--452-4867

Countering Domestic Violence (PATH)--827-4005

Dept. of Children and Family Services--829-5326

Dept. of Health, Education and Welfare (Social 827-4005
Se.urity Admin. )--829-9436

Dept. of Mental Health--828-4311

Gay Action/Awareness Union--828-6935

G ay National Educational Switchboard--
800-227-0888

HELP (Transportation for handicapped and sr.
citizens)--828-8301

Il. Lawyer Referral Service--800-252-8916

Kaleidoscope--828-7346 " 438-7619

Lighthouse--828-1371

McLean County Health Dept.--829-3363

McLean County Mental Health Center--827-5351

Men's Rap Group--828-6935

Mobile Meals (meals for shut-ins)--828-8301

Tele Care--828-8301

Office--827-6237

COOD NUMBERS | ...

National Health Care Services (abortion assist-
ance in Peoria)--691-9073
National Runaway Switchboard--800-621-4000
in Illinois--800-972-6004 (all 800 #'s toll free)
Occupational Development Center--828-7324
PATH (Personal Assistance Telephone Help)--

Parents Anonymous--827-4005 (PATH)
Planned Parenthood--827-8025
Post-Amerikan--828-7232

Prairie State Legal Aid--827-5021

Project OZ--827-0377

Public Aid, McLean Cnty. Dept. of--827-4621
Rape Crisis Line--827-4005 (PATH)

SAW (Student Association for Women, ISU)--

Small Changes Alternative Bookstore--829-6223
Sunnyside Neighborhood Center--827-5428

Unemployment Compensation/Eniployment

North East Corner--Main § Washington

—l

University Liquors, 706 W. Beaufort
Pat's Billiards, 1203 S. Main
Redbird IGA, 301 S. Main

Mother Murphy's, 111% North St.
Ram, 101 Broadway Mall

"Eisner's, E. College (near sign)
Divinyl Madness, 115 North St.

Co-op Tapes § Records, 311 S. Main
Bowling and Billiards Center,

I.S.U. Student Center
Baker's Dozen Donuts, 602 Kingsley
Cage, ISU Student Union
Midstate Truck Plaza, Route 51 North
Upper Cut,, 1203% S. Main

QUTTA TOWN ™

Galesburg: Under The Sun, E. Main St.
Monmouth: Head's Up
Peoria: That Other Place, NE Adams
Decatur: Coop Tapes and Records,
1470 Pershing
Springfield: Spoon River Book Co-op
407 E. Adams

United Farmworkers Support Group--452-5046 Urbana: Horizon Bookstore, 517 S.
Women's Switchboard--800-927-5404 Goodwin

an analysis

Valentine's Day

In 1903 the president of a large
candy company in Chicago, E.J.
Brach was bummed out about
declining candy sales. He sent a
lobbyist group to Washington, D.C.,
to pérsuade our governing bodies 'to
set aside one day of the year for
lovers to blow millions on Brach
candy to give each other.

WINTERIZE YOUR GUITAR
STOP iN AT GUITAR WORLD

And have your
guitar checked for
® New Strings
® Cracks and
~other dryness
ssape— problems
a ® Check out the
Dampit Humidifier
105 Broadway < Normal

GUITAR
Fxt (| WOR

The leader of this lobby group
was Roy Valentines.

Soon florists, jewelers, card-makers,
§ other confectioners joined
Brach in his efforts.

In 1905, after two years of strug-
gling, Valentines finally got the
Senate to approve the bill by a
narrow margin of 51-49. Brach §
his cohorts in capitalism were so
ecstatic about this opportunity to

;S B = L T bt g

turn an easy buck that they wanted
it named for their fearless lobby-
ist Roy. So for years we celebrated
Roy Valentines Day.

Then in 1928 the Catholics--who were
in the fog about this situation, as
they are about most--canonized Roy
Valentines because of his efforts to
promote love § humanity § other

good things in the world. And
that's the story of St. Valentines
Day. ®

What’s the matter, Sam?
That time of the month?

Conventional stercotypes, oft repeated in jokes, hold
that women are emotionally unstable due to periodic
changes in body chemistry. Men, on the other hand,
are reputedly more in control of their emotions.

Recent experiments indicate that this alleged differ-
ence between the sexes may be just so much male-
inspired humbug.

The tests, conducted by UCLA graduate student Betty
Houser, show that male disposition is tied just.as

firmly to regular changes in hormones. As the levels

of testosterone, known as ''the male hormone,'" rise, so

do anxiety, depression, hostility, and tension.

Physical capabilities, such as hand steadincss, rcflexes,
vigor, and arousal, were also found to be affected in a
negative way.

The results are not conclusive, since a shortage of funds
limited the number of test subjects, but the only other
comparable research, which involved mice and monkeys,
confirms liouser's findings.g

--Saturday Review
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of god

"Here we go again," said James to no
one in particular.

"I think I°'11 go help God with those
hats, " Joseph said as he left the room.

"All his sisters," the voice continued.
"what, I ask you, is so difficult about
Zlizabeth, Ann, and Mary Grace?"

"I really don't know, Mary Grace," said

“Ann, owner of the first voice. "I

have no trouble with them. Elizabeth,
%nn. and Mary Grace. Seems easy enough
o me."

"I bet I could even say them with my
eyes closed," Elizabeth told her fam-
1ly as she shut her eyes. "Elizabeth,
Ann, Mary Grace." She opened her eyes.
"No problem."

"Now why do you think it is," asked
Ann, "that our eldest brother, who
likes to claim that he's perfect,
couldn't seem to remember them long
enough to tell anybody?"

“"Beats me," said Elizabeth. "It
couldn't be a poor memory or a speech
impediment. After all, he did manage
to get out James, Joseph, Simon, and
Judas in quick order.”

"And what about our dear brother's
best friend? Good old Lazarus had
two sisters. But are they called
'both his sisters'?" asked Mary
Grace. "I'd like to tell you they're
not. Says real clear, Mary and
Martha, for all the world to see."

"How very true," her sisters agreed.
"And how about that slut---"

"Mary Grace!"
"Sorry, Mother. How about that
hooker Mary Magdalene? 1Is she ever

referred to as 'that woman'? You
bet your best dress suit she's not."

"Look, you're only his sisters,"
said James, unable to keep silent
any longer. "You're only women;
you're not worthy of mention. 1If:
you were men, he'd have named you
proudly, like he did us. But

you're women. That means you're
nothing. You don't count for any-
thing, don't you understand? You're
just barely human!"

Mary's fist came down on the arm of
her chair. "You amaze me, James
Carpenter, you really do!" she
shouted. "How I ever managed to
carry and bear and suckle and rear
a complete and utter sexual bigot
like you I'l1 never know! Your
politics are three steps to the
right of Ghengis Kahn! It's dis-
gusting! You make me so mad I could
spit!"

"Now, Mother," said Jesus calmly.
"Well, he does!"” she yelled.

Jesus left her to unrile herself

and turned to his sisters. "Look,
how many times do I have to tell you?
I told Matthew and Mark on numerous
occasions what your names were,"

"So you say," said Ann.

"And your names were right there én
my obituary, too. Can I help it if
they chose not to use them?"

v

GOO D EVENING , LADIES AND o
GENTLEMEN. I'M SPRMKING TO
!"I'Dmurr FROM THE MOPEST APNATHENT

oF TML TAMous GOW, Long 1S SEATID
RESI10E ME,

"You could always zap them into the
Scriptures, big brother."”

"Elizabeth, you know that's not my
style. Listen, my dear sisters, I'm
sorry your names aren't in there. I
apologize. But it's not my fault!"

"I'm getting real sick of that line,
Jesus," Mary Grace told him.
"Nothing's ever your fault. To hear
you tell it we'd think you were born
without sin!"

The laughter from the living room
penetrated the attic. God and Joseph,
both wearing party hats, were each
sitting on a big trunk. "Think it's
safe to go down now?" asked Joseph.

"I wouldn't chance it yet," God

Looking

for gay

male or lesbian
magazines?

(EDUSOS BOOK 4§
WOKLD

109 W. FRONT
BLOOMINGTOWN

has one of
the largest selections
in central lllinois.
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answered. -"Let's have another beer

first, just to be on the safe side."

Back downstairs, Simon used the lull
in the fighting to return to his
original thought. "Well, Jesus, you
gonna wipe those Post-Amerikan
people out?"

Jesus looked at Mary, who glared her
opinion at him. "I guess not, Simon."

"How about just one or two of them?"
he persisted. "Just to show 'em who's
boss. Besides, I know how much fun it
is to make a miracle, especially on
your birthday."

"Simon, I know that even better than
you do."

"Sort of like a little present you give
yourself," Simon pressed on.

"Yeah," Jesus sighed, truly
disappointed.

"Oh, Jesus," said Mary in her sweetest
voice, "you could still do a miracle
without doing away with all those
innocent people.”

"That's right, Mother!" Jesus said with
excitement. "I could, couldn't I?"

"0f course you could. You can do any-
thing you want to do."

"Oh wow! There are so many choices
it's overwhelming."

“Yes, it must be," said Mary.

Jesus glanced at' his mother. "I
think I could use some help," he told
her. "Do you have any ideas, Mother?"

Mary smiled slyly. "Well, since you
ask, dear, yes, I do. I think it would
be nice if you got that Mr. Carter to
let little Patty Hearst out of jail."

"That really would be a miracle," said
Jesus.

"But it's not nearly as exciting as 500
people being struck dead,” Simon
complained.

"That's true, dear," his mother told
him. "But it would be such a nice
miracle. And let's be practicai for

a moment. My miracle would make world-
wide headlines, whereas the Post-
Amerikan miracle would be lucky to
reach the Journal-Star."

"That does have to be considered,"”
said Jesus. "And jail is such an
awful place. It would be good to
someone go free. And if there's
anyone who knows how bad jail can
it's me."

see

be,

Joseph Jr. sighed. "Here we go again
with the ‘'poor little me in prison’
story."

"Put a 1id on it!"” Mary hissed through
clenched teeth. She turned to her
eldest son. "Jesus, it would make
your mother so happy."
Jesus smiled broadly. "I'll do it,
Mother."

"That's a good boy."

"There's only one thing, though. I
This is going to take some doing, and

I'm not sure I can get the job done
today."




“That's all right, dear," Mary told
him. . "You plant the idea in his head
today, and if she's free by February
first I'11 be satisfied." She turned
to Mary Grace and whispered, "And if
he pulls this one off, we're going to
shoot for a woman president."”

At that moment God and Joseph came
into the room with party hats and
noisemakers for all. While Joseph
passed them out, Jesus told his
father of the miracle hé was planning.
God turned to Mary. "I suppose this
was your idea."

"It was."

"And if he pulls this one off what
are you going to do, shoot for a
woman president?"

Mary smiled. "The way that man reads
minds you'd swear he was God."

The room was again filled with
laughter, and even Joseph managed
to grin.

"Judas," said God, "turn off that
monitor. And Jesus, you and James go
fget the cake. It's time for the
party.”

Jesus and James went into the kit-
chen and carefully picked up the cake
that God had made. "There's one
thing that I don't understand, " said
James. "Mother is making this sound
like such a great accomplishment.

But it's really not all that big a
deal, is it?"

"No, not really."”

“Then I don't understand why you're
doing it, instead of doing something
eally super."”

"You know how it is sometimes, James,"
esus told him as they entered the
iving room. "You do things for

our mother." g

7 god continued 321

The FBI carried out a large scale campaign of
intelligence-gathering and disruption against the
alternative and underground press as a part of its
COINTELPRO operations, according to an article
in Alternative Media by investigative reporter
Chip Berlet.

Documents detailing the FBI's illegal counter-
intelligence program, which ran from 1956 until
1971, were released through a Freedom of
Information Act lawsuit. The FBI activities
outlined in the documents include: the coercion
of printers to cease publishing underground
papers, surveillance of alternative journalists,
attempts to cause or aggravate internal
differences in alternative press groups,
instigation of IRS audits, and use of the postal
system for harassment.

The documents also indicate that the FBI main-
tained a clip file of underground publications and
sent clips to commercial newspaper reporters for
use as background information, and to parents
and school officials to encourage them to take
action against activists.

Berlet describes some of the FBI plotting as being
just plain "zany." The FBI office in Newark,
N.J. once suggested spraying alternative news-
papers with a chemical stench, says Berlet, who
quotes a memo dated 6/30/70. The memo
reads, "A very small amount of this chemical
disburses a most offensive odor and its potency
is’ such that a large amount of papers could be so
treated in a matter of seconds. It could be
prepared by the FBI laboratory for use in an
aerosol dispenser. "

Other memos reveal that'the San Antonio FBI
office took credit for coercing a printer into
refusing to continue publishing The Rag in Austin
Texas. In New York, the FBI contacted the
shipper who transported bulk topies of the Black

PEORIA,
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Panther newspaper into the city and talked the
firm into raising its rates to the highest legal
fee. "This counterintelligence endeavor...will
definitely have an adverse effect on the amount
of incendiary propaganda being published by the
BPP. The group suffers from a constant
shortage of funds, ' said the memo.

A Milwaukee, Wisconsin high school banned the
distribution of underground papers after copies of
one local paper, with certain passages and
pictures underlined in red pencil, were
anonymously mailed to the school principal by

the local FBI.

Fabricating letters and leaflets was another
Cointelpro tactic aimed at creating disunity among
leftist groups and publications. In 1968,
Liberation News Service experienced a staff
split and J. Edgar Hoover used the occasion to
suggest an operation against the news service.
Berlet reports that the New York office invented
a letter titled '"And Who Got the Cookie Jar ?"
which criticized LNS staffers who left New York
for a farm in Massachusetts. The letter,

signed "a former staffer, "' was circulated among
various progressive groups and alternative
newspapers. When the tactic failed, the FBI
contacted the IRS, which began auditing LNS for
tax violations. :

Besides spending hundreds of hours surveilling
and investigating staff and freelance writers for
underground papers, the FBI at times went after
readers. Says Berlet, "The Yipster Times file
shows the FBI obtained its mailing list and
harassed subscribers through interviews and
heavy-handed investigations.' Some papers were
plagued by postal authoritie apparently
cooperating with the FBI, says Berlet. @
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page from MEG's
nal.'
Funds, " and refers to MEG's

informers and cash for drug buys.

drugs and paid $30 to the informer.

was not a controlled substance.

MEG's garbage.

were extra copies.
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MEG pitches ledger page
Fanatic jigsaw puzzle freaks at the Post- - y -
Amerikar pieced together over 40 scraps " \ OA.F DtSbuzsefment kz ol
from MEG's garbage to re-assemble this
"OAF Disbursement Jour- / ’
OAF stands for "Official Advanced Rucambors g =2 Kaeh Yashs Etoncs. € Lugehase Drfoimaticro
"buy money" m Aebot M A"&t Mé al'hé M(,é Anbod ‘,(/45(,:3‘_-
for ""confidential expenditures'--payments to &ZW Giought Hwand ‘.
/3 Olo Mfuu. T8M- 3138 3oco \ 3ooo
(3 O6 Ll 78m-318A Y400 /400  Booo
The ledger's second line says Agent White 206 ; {MP- 30 A 2550 * —'5_00
spent $44 on case 78M 318A on Dec. 6.
("M'" means it's a McLean County case; ""A" /2 ol ‘8"""’“’" 760 3/9 /0% - / /oco
means it was MEG's first buy from this sus- /307 hebiw TEP-3/178 | -~ Js500 _~ | 3500
pect.) The ledger shows White spent $14 for R Wk 787 - €, ' 25500 ’ 257500
From 730 Gatr, . T Cx Mf wnlign_ /000 _ s000
other info in MEG's garbage, we know the JRN G 78F. 3334 3000 , 3000 -
sniti:l wa:is RickMThoennes,dancll1 'tthe substlance 7212 Lickises 218P-317C. 10000 / 000
urchased was reen and white capsules a.
gf purported speedg which lab report;> said /3T ﬁm"’lm‘? 78K.- 3354 éoco 3500 ] 2500
/2/2 Wh.G 8P- 3344 2000 ) . 3o0c
VENZW:% -~ ) 76P - 2434 Toco %000
We don't know why this ledger page was in ra:./a Whike. 18°-323A Feoc . 2000
Most of the stuff was hand- /2 72 Rt 78P-334 4 /30c /300
written reports which we assume were later /2 /8 wally 78m- 3008 yr v 15600
typed, or xeroxed pagef :}J:liclh ;ve assumed oo 1B i 18P -318 7500 T
ut this ledger page . '
looks like it ought to be the onlygcopz gf 7Ly w/“of 767- 3279 Y1500 y1500
info which should be kept permanently. R Y Whib Wm-313¢ stha) “oco <490C
723 Kickuae 78P .30 4. 2500 4500
Maybe MEG's monitors from the Dept. of JR) /inl.cf 784 - 3308 ‘ /000

Law Enforcement should take a closer

look at the narcs' record-keeping.®

Agent Jill Bottom sold pot

MEG agent Jill E. Bottom is technic-
ally guilty of selling mari juana
Dec. 21 in Peoria, according to a
copy of an internal MEG report.

Agent Bottom's violation of Illinois
cannabis laws_ is detailed in her own.
report of an undercover marlauana pur-
.chase from Liz W. in Peoria Dec. 21.
The special agent was working on MEG
case ?8P -00323B, whose mysterious file
title in MEG language is "Twin
Slsters.

According to the report, Agent Bottom
told Liz W. she wanted to buy some
pot (she'd bought from Liz W. once
before). The report says Liz W. went
into the bedroom and returned with
three plastic bags of pot.

The price was $35 a bag, but Agent
Bottom said she only had $32. When
Liz W. said that Bottom could owe
the $3, the deal was agreed upon.

According to the report, Agent.
Bottom gave Liz the $32, and then
picked up ohe of the bags of pot.

So far, so good. A typical under- .
cover buy. ‘But then Agent Bottom
sold some of the pot back to Liz W. -

The report says Liz changed her mlnd
about letting Agent Bottom owe the
“three dollars. Liz suggested taking
four grams of pot out of the bag,
and selling Agent Bottom only a

$30 bag.

Bottom's own report says she laid

the bag back on the table and let Liz

weigh out four grams on a scale. Liz
then handed the same bag back to Jill
Bottom, along with two dollars.

It -can't be much clearer: although
it's a technical violation of the law,
Agent Jill E. Bottom delivered canna-
bis. She had a bag of pot in her
possession, delivered some of the con-
tents, and accepted money in return.

Nothing in Jill Bottom's report indi-
cates that she was aware she was
violating the same marijuana laws

she was supposedly enforcing with her
undercover work.

To check out what a prosecutor would
say about Bottom's conduct, the Post-
Amerikan contacted McLean County
State's Attorney Ron Dozier.

After explaining the details of the
case, I asked Dozier if Agent Bottom
was technically guilty of v1olat1ng
the cannabis laws.

”That could be one interpretation,"
Dozier gaid, while adding that he
would prefer to consider both
deliveries together as one transac-
tion--Liz W. selllng a $30 bag to
the MEG agent

D021er dld say he would probably

decline to prosecute this case if
MEG had another purchase from the
same defendant.

While moving in on groups of people
they are trying to set up, MEG agents
fréquently see people smoking pot.
MEG reports occasionally say that the
agent "simulated" smoking and passed
the joint on to the next person.

Regardless of whether the narc is
lying about "simulating" smoking,
State's Attorney Dozier admitted

that the MEG agent is "technically
delivering cannabis in the. diction-
ary sense" when.passing the joint

on. But the prosecutor maintained.
that the undercover agent "would not
be delivering cannabis in the

- criminal sense."

Why not?

Because the agent would not have the
"criminal intent" necessary to make
the 301nt-pa351ng a crime, D021er
said,.

So remember folks, when yer out
there gettin™- hlgh with your frlends,
keep that song in yer heart, that.
smile on yer lips, and them criminal
intentions out of yer brain. .g

A day in the Ilfe of a narc
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ABOVE: This is a portion of a ""Daily Activity Report'" we pleced
together from scraps found in MEG's garbage.
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- Legal Highs

The Bloomington-Normal community,
like so many others, has a definite
drug problem. There simply aren't
enough inexpensive recreational
drugs to keep us all cheerful and
enlightened. And power-tripping
scum like MEG makes it even harder
for heads to keep high. You can
risk your entire future by passing
along a little grass to the wrong
person.

The high price of dope and the narc
reality have even driven lots of
folks to turn to dangerous and
debilitating "legal' drugs, like
booze. We pose no threat to the’
€stablished powers-that-be if )
we're all too sauced to think. And
it's all the better for the
capitalist alcohol companies if
we're all hooked on. their costly
slow poison.

Fortunately, there's a cheap and
legal alternative to expensive
black-market grass and brain-killing
booze.. There are several cheap and
readily available herbs that will
get you pleasantly and legally high.
The following are just a few of the
most common herbs that give a good
buzz. For the best results, follow
the given directions closely, and
remember that too much -of a good
thing is not necessarily good.

Damiana
About one good pipe-full of damiana
will turn you on as well as medium-
quality marijuana. It's pretty
harsh, so you'd do best to smoke it
in a water pipe. The high lasts for
about an hour.. You'll get even more
stoned if you drink damiana tea
while you smoke. Simmer one
tablespoon of damiana leaves in a
pint of water «or three minutes. It
may taste bitter, so you may want
to add some honey. Damiana costs
about 30 cents an ounce.

Caution: A friend of mine says she
knows a fellow who smoked too much’
and redecorated the back seat of a
police car. Use discretion so you
don't go berserk. :

~ Lobelia

When smoked in a joint, lobelia has
euphoric qualities similar to
marijuana. The tea is even more
potent. It acts simultaneously

as both a stimulant and a relaxant.
Simmer two heaping tablespoons of
the leaves and stems in a pint of
water for a few minutes. Always
take the tea on an empty stomach.

Taken in large doses, it may induce

vomiting, so be moderate.

Yohimbe

For those desiring a heavier high,
yohimbe bark tea has strong
psychedelic effects. To take a
yohimbe trip, add 6-10 teaspoons of
the herb to a pint of boiling water.
Reduce the heat and simmer for 5
minutes with the pot covered.

Strain and drink. Two. cups is the

. recommended dosage for oné person.

The tea should be taken on an empty
stomach and consumed within 15
minutes.

After half an hour you should begin
to feel the first effects: 1lazy
weakness in your limbs and a slight
restlessness, very similar to the
initial effects of acid. You may
also feel slight chills, nausea, and
diziness, but not as strongly as
with' peyote. Fifteen minutes later,,
most of these feelings should pass
and the psychedelic characteristics
of yohimbe will manifest themselves.

Depending on the individual, the
effects may range from extreme
light-headedness to highly expanded
imagination and color flashes. The
trip lasts 3-4 hours and leaves no
unpleasant side effects, other than
an occasional runny nose. Taken in.
very large doses, yohimbe may be
poisonous, so-again, exercise good
judgment.

Passionflower

These leaves may be smoked for a
very mild and relaxing high, ™~

and their odor is remarkably like
that of pot.

I have 100 products available in scoop-gour ot

* -

bins. Please stop by to 2pt acquanted !

Nutmeg

Another psychedelic herb, nutmeg's
effects vary considerably from one
person to another. While one may
have a highly enjoyable trip,
another may suffer headache and
dizziness. Taking more than one
teaspoonful will get you off within
2-5 hours, producing time and space
distortions, feelings of unreality,
and possible hallucinations. Take
it however you can get it down--

in capsules, in milk, or straight.
If 1-2 tablespoons doesn't get you
off, the dosage may be increased up
to 1.gram per 2 pounds of body
weight. Never take more than an
ounce. :

The peak lasts for 5-8 hours and is
cusually followed by drowsiness,
sleep, and laziness through the next

‘day.

Many of these herbs are available
at your local natural food store,
if they carry bulk herbs. If they
don't have the particular herb you
want, you could ask them to order
it, or you could order it yourself
from an herb wholesaler. Here are
some addresses; write them for
catalogues.

‘Magic Garden Herb Co.

P.0. Box 332
Fairfax, CA 94930

Nature's Herb Co.
281 Ellis St.
San Francisco, CA

Merit Herb Co.
P.0. Box 225
S. Chicago Station

~ Chicago, IL

For more information on natural
and legal highs, see the book
HERBAL HIGHS from Flash Mail Order
(available through Small Changes
Bookstore). Happy Trails! g - ’

--Amanda Ziller
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The Community for Social Action has
prepared a booklet entitled
Bloomington-Normal Tenants Handbook.
The EanﬁEook, compiled and edited by
Chris Claeys and illustrated by
Bill Sherman and Virgil, is a general
guide for landlord-tenant situations
and outlines your rights and res-
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ew albums at Small Changes

After all the excitement of December's
big sales and heavy traffic, January
and the first part of February seemed
slow. But we're proud of how much
we've built up our stock in the last
six months and are putting lots of
energy into the store.

Two long-awaited new albums came in
for the first time recently.

Oh Mama! is a very inspiring first
presentation of some of the excell-
ent material we've been hearing Kris-
ten Lems perform live. My favorite
cut is "The 50's Sound," which is a
clever, energetic song about what the
50's were really like:

"Those olden days were not so golden,
you know,

Girls who got in trouble they had
nowhere to go

Couldn't take their lives into
their own hands

Spent their time swoonin' over
rock 'n' roll bands."

New care for the

ponsibilities as a tenant. This is
a nice way of saying that the book's
about how not to get screwed by your
landlord.

I wish 1 would have had a book like
this a long time ago. I would have
saved a lot of grief and hassles.

The handbook is divided into 5 sections
covering all the territory from looking
for a place to live to moving out.

Many special topics are covered, such
as tips for women renters, dis-
crimination in housing, cohabitation,
subleasing, eviction procedures,

Public Housing and other assistance
programs. The handbook not only
outlines many of the hassles. and
pitfalls involved in renting situa-
tions, but offers advice about

what to do about them and how to

avoid them.
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ALL SERVICES FREE
Income Maintenance during

training. If you are
unemployed and have low CETA
income during the past ol ¥
year you may be eligible. a‘,a“ab.ge.
Jobs X ]
8 e at‘ Available: *Typing
*Direct Placement *GED
CETA, *LPN

training

201 E. Grove,

Jobs Spanish speaking
827-4026 *additional classes
® An Equal Opportunity Employer
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*On the job

*Public Service

Tryin' To Survive is the Berkeley
Women'®s Music Collective's dynamic
second album. One of the most out-
standing characteristics of both this
album and Oh Mama! is the high
consciousness of the many, many
varieties oppression comes in. And
the title cut of Tryin' to Survive
recognizes the many responses we

can make:

"some women learn to cook,
some women learn to hook,
some women learn to type

we learn to snipe, oh yeah,
and we're tryin'to survive."

Tryin' to Survive also has a couple
of my favorite lesbian love songs so
far on it, "Nicole" and "Back to
Boston."

The Small Changes Collective did
some pre-spring cleaning at a work
retreat day recently. Any compli-
ments on our (no doubt short-lived)
tidiness and cleanliness will be
humbly accepted.

landlord hlueg

Also included are sample lease
clauses that the tenant should be
especially wary of, like the one
that states that a landlord can sue
you in court for back rent

without even notifying you, or the
one that waives your right to
notification from the landlord if
he or she wants to evict you.

What makes the handbook especially
handy is the fact that it was

written for renters in the Bloomington-
Normal area. Sometimes handbooks

like this have stuff like '"these
restrictions may vary from area to
area'" but this one has all the

local practices, phone numbers and
agencies to contact, and they're

all here in the twin cities.

The handbook can be obtained at Small
Changes Bookstore or the Prairie
State Legal Services office. The
Human Relations office in
Bloomington's City Hall should also
have copies. These handbooks are
free of charge. ¢ -

*Nurses Aide
*English for

We are planning some exciting
benefit concerts for the spring,
together with the Just Your Basic
Vegetarian Restaurant folks. Keep
in touch!g

--the Small Changes Collective

The Gay People's Alliance of Illinois
State University is planning several
activities for the spring 1979 semester.

On Feb. 21, the GPA will host a Gay-
Straight Rap. On Feb. 28, Jonathan
Reyman, associate professor of anthro-
pology at ISU, will speak to the group
about Native American berdaches.

In March a representative of Gender
Services, a Chicago-based organization,
will discuss transvestitism and trans-
sexualism. Planned, for early April
is a talk by the pastor of the Chicago

- - . . S . S S D SR SR SR S S S S S S S S S S S S S SR SR Gn S S ee em SR e @ chapter of the Metropolitan Community
church on "The Church and the Homo-

sexual.” 1In late April a panel will be
assembled to give information and
answer questions about counselling
service available locally for gays.

The major event of the spring sem-
ester will be the April screening of
the nationally televised film "Word

Is Out."

Although GPA is a university-sponsored

organization, all interested members
of the community are welcome. Meetings
are held Wednesdays at 8 p.m. in 112
Fairchild Hall, ISU. For more infor-

mation, you can call Ivan Grozny at

829-7868. @

Unity throuqh{

food .

——

Women’s

' 1

|

potiluck
Bloomington-Normal women have been
getting together on a monthly basis

at potlucks. Any woman who would
like to socialize with other women
in a feminist atmosphere is welcome

to join us. If you've never 3k
attended, grab a friend and join
us. There's always lots of great

food, mostly vegetarian:! L

The next potluck will be Suﬁday-:
March 4 at 3:00 p.m. at 402% E.
Monroe. You can call Small Changes
Bookstore at 829-6223 for more
information. '

men’s, too

The monthly men's potluck will be
March 11, 1979. These potlucks are
open to all anti-sexist men of the
gommunity. They are informal gather-
ings for men to get together and talk.

The March potluck will be at 6:130 p.m.
at 1302 N. Center St. in Bloomington.
Bring any food you want, but you prob-
ably would like to know that many men
who attend are vegetarians. It's also
a good idea to bring your own table
service, if you can.

F9r more information,-you can call
Michael at 828-8988, or Jack or Chris
at 828-6935.

.
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Being gay in the U.S.A. isn't exactly

a fun-filled picnic. If Miss

Citrus Mouth isn't tearing around on
her holy broomstick, then some wacko
legislator in New Jersey is introducing
a bill to make homosexual acts a
3rd-degree crime, punishable by 3-5
years in prison and fines of up to
$7,500.

Seems like the only attention we get
is from those who want to curb us,
condemn us, or cure us.

The matter really gets out of hand
whenever a new mass murderer hits
the headlines. If the killer's
victims are not of the opposite sex,
you can bet that every single news
story about the murders will contain
at least ene of the following
phrases: '"known homosexual,"
"admitted homosexual,'" "homosexual
slayings," or '"homosexual killer."

But in the most recent case--that of
mass-murderer John Gacy--there was

a breakthrough of sorts. Gay groups
in Chicago got the papers to quit
using the phrase "admitted homosexual"
in their coverage of Gacy. Of

course, the concession came after most
of the stories were written, but

at least .some part of the press
finally acknowledged the unfairness

of mentioning the sexual preference

of homocidal maniacs only when it's
homosexual.

agreement

Nonetheless, it's clear that not
everybody understands or agrees.
The Bloomington Daily Pantagraph,
for instance, ran an editorial to
express disagreement with the view
that homosexuality is not a mean-
ingful identification in this knid
of story.

ol week. before h

‘MUAGIC,USED

Remember: This is \&LQR‘
e

Now, the Pantagraph isn't known for
carefully reasoneg editorials, but
this one was a wonder of confusion.
Even the title was double talk:
"What involving why."
didn't make that up.)

(Honest, I

Obviously uptight about what to make
of the whole issue, the Pantagraph
editor conceded that homosexuality
isn't a crime to be "admitted" to.
But then he went on to make the
hysterical-- and contradictory--
suggestion that Gacy's sexual

preference might have contributed
in some way to the vicious killings.

The editorial ended with this
irrational bit of begging the question:
""the sickening truth of John Wayne

Gacy Jr. will reveal no wisdom or
understanding if the perverted

sexual force which drove him is
euphemized or disguised."

I doubt if it's possible to ever
sort 'out the tangle of the Pantagraph's
editorial thinking, but I think a
lot of people are probably unclear
about this issue. After all, Gacy
did say he had sex with his victims
before he killed them. I don't mean
to imply that everyone is as muddled
as the Pantagraph appears to be, but
some discussion of this troublesome
topic seems called for.

The gay point of view on this matter
has to do with media coverage of
minorities in general. As you know,
most of the publishers, editors,

and reporters are White Straight
Males. Now, when these WSMs write
and edit and publish stories about
murderers and other criminals who are
are also W,S, and M, they aren't

DIVINYL lsAblESS

— Ever hear of an admitted

about to point out these facts.

It's only when the perpetrators
deviate from this WSM "norm'" that
the media people seem ready to
specify such things as race, gender,
and sexual preference.

A few years ago black people got

fed up with reading about criminals
whose race seemed to matter only when
it was non-white. To the news

media, a thief is just a thief.
unless he was black--then he was a

black thief. This not-so-subtle
racism made a link between race

and crime, as if being non-white

and being a criminal were
practically the same thing.

There were plenty of white criminals
around, but their pale skin color

wasn't reported in the papers.

(I don't mean to say that everyone
accused of, or even convicted of,

a crime is really a criminal. But
my point is not that the newspapers
label people as criminals solely

on the word of the police, although
that's true. My point is that only

particular races and sexual preferences

are mentioned in connection with
the alleged crimes.)

As I said, blacks and other racial
minorities got very tired of this
discrimination and forced the news
media to quit practicing a double
standard. Gay people are now
beginning to call for a similar
fairness.

If John Gacy's sexual preference

was possibly related to his crimes,
then what about Jesse Sumner's?

I don't think the Pantagraph once
said Jesse Sumner was a heterosexuai,
although the people he murdered were
young women.
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heterosexual mass murderer?

Or what about the so-called Hillside
Strangler? He's been back in the news
lately. Although he's blamed for
the brutal deaths of 15 young women,
many of whom were raped and
physically mutilated, how many

times has be been called a
"heterosexual killer"? Or did you
notice, in any of the hundreds of
stories about Son of Sam, the word

- heterosexual ever used? Not even
after he was caught and boasted, "I
only shoot pretty girls."

And what about other crimes that have
a sexual connection? I mean, rape
and wife-beating are very much in

the news these days. Are these
obviously heterosexual .activities

ever labeled as such? Why not?

One answer to this question ( in
addition to the discrimination of
the WSMs in power) is that it really
isn't fair to suggest that all or
most heterosexual males are rapists
and wife-beaters, even though an
increasing number of them seem to

be committing these violent crimes
against women.

Well, the same assumption of .
innocence should be applied to gay
people. I can assure you that at
least 99.9% of all men who have
sexual encounters with other men
do not strangle their sex partners
and bury them under the floor. As
a matter of fact, most gay people
actually enjoy having sex with members
of the same gender. I wouldn't
want to shock the editors of the

Pantagraph with this heresy, but
there 1t 1is,

The main reason that gay organizations

wanted the papers to stop calling
Gacy an "admitted homosexual'™ is that
it's unfair to link homosexuality
with mass murder. It's even more
unfair to gay people because we get
so 1ittle_positive media,coverage,‘_

gay blackout

Heterosexuals, you see, get favor- _
able coverage to balance the k111er,'
rapist, wife-beater stories. -About

the only times gay people make the [+

news are when we've .been beaten; -
arrested, fired, or had our rights
taken away from us. Otherwise,
there seems to be a blackout on
gayness in the straight press.

Exaggeration? Not much. -The

thing is discrimination is so easy

to accomplish. Just don't

mention sexual preference and
everybody'll assume it's hetero- -
sexual, since that's the one that's
never specified. That's probably
why the WSMs were quick to label .
John Gacy. Wouldn't want people to
think some straight guy did those
terrible things. Of course, Gacy

was married twice and had two kids
and that's kinda heterosexual,

isn't it? Better put in "admltted
homosexual" .just to make sure there s
no mlsunderstandlng

The expectation is that deviations
from the heterosexual "norm'" will be
noted. But in reality that's rarely
the case--except for psychopathic
killers and other negative types.
Oh, yes, there are those openly
political events that the press can't
totally 1ignore, such as Gay Pride
Week. But most of the time gayness
just isn't newsworthy in the opinion
of WSMs.
Consider these two examples, and
maybe you'll see what I mean:

1. The Village People are a very
popular disco group--probably the
disco act of 1978. Five of siX
members are gay, their producer/
director/ promoter is gay, their
songs refer to gay themes and
scenes (YMCA,'" "San Francisco,"

"I Am What I Am"). You'd think
some sharp reporter would pick up
that bit of news. Not in the
straight press. 1I've read a half a
dozen articles about the Village
People that never once said g-a-y.
Only Rolling Stone(Oct. 5) spelled
it out.

Sure, it is implied. How could
anyone not pick up the clues?

if the sexual preference of the
Village -People isn't allowed in

But

-

print, why is it made explicit in
John_Gacy!s case? -I'm- not -all broken
~up, that a- dlsco—group isn't-identified
~as’.gay.. ' It's the destructive
funfalrness I'm complalnlng about

2. John Curry is a Brltlsh figure
-skater who won the Olympic gold

medal and the world champlonshlp-in
1976. As a professional, he's :
recently put together an- elegant
‘ice-skating show called !""Ice Dan01ng”
that has won rave reviews and extensive
coverage in such big-time
publications.as Time, Newsweek

and_
the New York Times. -

Perhaps John Curry's gayness isn't
relevant to his achievements. And

- maybe he doesn't want the straight
press to mention it. But if he took
his skates and chopped up several
young men, would his sexual '
preference be included? 1I'd put
money on it.

Well, I guess that brings us to the

hardcore question: Is homosexuality
related in any way to o violence and

.. t0O0. =
o sense to me than the Pantagraph' C

~ simple-minded view. elieve that
" as long as sexuality'is hidden in

murder? There's a lot to say in
response to this question, and 1 have
three points to make.

5

1. Obviously, a homosexual pre-
ference isn't any more relevant
than a heterosexual one. A lot of
people, both gay and straight, have
hang-ups about sex. Many psycholo-
gists see a connection between
sexual repression and violence,

but gay people don't have a corner
on the market.

2. Since gay perople get hassled a
lot more about sexuality, you might
expect us to be more murderous

that straight folk. Certainly,
oppression and disapproval .can
twist and damage people's good
feelings about themselves. But-
gays are also wonderfully adaptive
and strong. ‘Facing hostility and
rejection isn't fun, but it does
build a lot of emotional muscle.

It isn't any wonder that monsters
like John Gacy come along every

now and then: the wonder is that so
many, many gay people are healthy
and happy.

3. .1 do agree with the PantaEraph
on one point--truth will not.be
served if the '"perverted sexual force"

which drove John Gacy is '"euphemized or
or disguised." But I also charge the

Pantagraph with supplying disguises
‘and keeping the euphemisms alive.
What they're disguising is that

the "perverted sexual force'" is not
homosexuality at all--or even
heterosexuality, for that matter.
It's the mindless, medieval suppres-
sion and disapproval of any kind of
sex, gay-or straight, that produces
the fear, guilt, shame, etc., that
drive John Gacy and Jesse Sumner and

the Hillside Strangler to commit
their awful deeds.

I'm not absolutely sure about this r

cause-and-effect relationship, and
there may be other factors involved,
But. it makes. a whole lot more

fear and wrapped in superstltlon,

"we'll continue to have violent sex- ,

related crimes. Blamlng gay people

won't do any good.

who’s to -_.b_l'a_me?
Let's not disguise and euphemize any -
more. Let's put the blame where it
really belongs--on the media and
the churches, the legislatures and .
courts, on corporations and the
nuclear family, on doctors and
lawyers, the military and law-
enforcement officials, on educators
and advertising agencies and all
the others who shape and enforce
our culture's beliefs. I say the
blame belongs to all the oppressors
who tell us that sex is evil and
dirty, and to all the henchmen who
support and promote this stupid
attitude.®

- -Ferdydurke
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In an almost unprecedented verdict,

20 people who had occupied the Common-
wealth Edison nuclear power plant at
Zion were found not guilty of criminal
trespass charges by a jury in Waukegan
on Jan. 29. '

The Zion 20, nine of whom acted as
their own attorneys, argued that they
had violated the trespassing law in
order to avoid a greater danger--the
danger of nuclear power.

That defense, ‘which is called a necess-
- ity defense, had been successful only
once before in a case involving the
occupation of a nuclear. power plant
31te, although it is a common defense
in such cases.

Twenty—four people had been charged
with trespass as a result of the

.0ct. 7,1978, occupation of the Zion
plant, but four pled guilty before

the trial began. A team of three
lawyers who donated their time defend-
ed the 11 people who weren't acting

as their own attorneys.

As soon as the. trial began on Jan 23,
it was obvious that the prosecution
had prepared only for a 51mple tres-
passing case.

The prosecution's first witness was
ComEd security guard Roger Smith, who
was asked to tell what happened during
the occupation. But he had trouble
remembering things--probably due to
all the low-level radiation he's
absorbed. Smith couldn't recall how
many people first approached the gate
or the content of the statement that
the protesters read to Commonwealth
Edison. He recalled that they were
singing songs but couldn't say what
they were about.

The real joke was when the state's
attorney pulled out pictures that were
taken at the arrest and tried to get
Roger to identify the defendants.

When he identified three different
pictures as Michael McConnell the
defendants decided to help the poor
man and 1dent1f1ed themselves.

Smlth testlfled under cross- examlnatlon
that neither his personal:safety, the
safety of any police officer, nor the
safety of the plant was threatened

by the presence of the occupiers.

He ‘also admitted that

there were a number of persons, such
as reporters and friends of the def-
endants, who were also on ComEd's
property, and who were also asked to
leave but were not arrested when they
refused to do so.

When asked why this was so, Smith said
that the 24 people arrested had been
sitting down.

That night a blizzard hit Waukegan,
and the defendants spent a restful
next day at the Waukegan public 1lib-
rary.

On Jan. 25 the State called its final
witness, a ComEd employee named Larry
Bean. He was pretty slick, but his
testimony was not nearly as convincing
as that of the expert witness for the
defense, Dr. Rosalie Bertell.

Bertell testified for hours on the
effects of low-level radiation. The
state's attorney tried everything to
prove that despite the fact that she
has done years of research on the
effects of low-level radiation and is
an advisor to the Nuclear Regulatory
Commission (NRC), she was not an
expert and, therefore, should not be
allowed to testify.

Dr. Bertell said that all radiation
causes damage and that Zion, like all
nuclear power plants, emits low-level
radiation in several ways. She said
that the plant in Zion "poses a grave
danger"--especially since Zion,
according to studies before the nuke
was built, already had an abnormally
high cancer rate. She explained that
people who are already sick are most
affected by radiation.

The next day, Friday, the defendants
took the stand, and one by one told
what led them to feel that their

‘action was necessary to prevent a
greater harm.

One woman broke down
and cried when she told about an incid-
ent where a woman who had survived the
bomb in Hiroshima had come to the
school where the defendant teaches to
tell of her experlence.

"She-was.the same age as I was when
they dropped the bomb,"” the defendant
sobbed. "There were some Japanese
teachers there who said they watched
the growing militarism, but did noth-
ing to stop its I didn't want my )
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Jury upholds anti-nuclear

children to ever say that of me."”

The defense also called a worker at

the Zion plant who had testified at an
NRC hearing on July 13,1978, about an.
incident where a machine broke down
that emptied hot radioactive water into
55-gallon drums to be shipped off and
buried in the ground somewhere.

The machine was broken for three months
and in the meantime, workers wearing
masks were functioning as machines and
filling these drums by hand with a

The masks that they wore fil-
tered out particles but not vapors.

The amount of radiation in the room

was not measured.

The worker became concerned, since his

-Job is in radiation protection, and
“he went to the NRC hearing.

As soon
as he testified at this hearing, Comkd
officials got very nervous and ended
the meeting. The NRC said they had no
idea that these conditions existed al-
though the worker testified in the
Zion 20 trial that an NRC official is
present at the Zion.plant on a regular
basis and that. the condltlon was,
"common kriowledge."

Steps were taken the very next day
after the NRC hearings to remedy the
situation--because then the public was
aware of the condition and there was
pressure on ComEd to clean up their
act.

The trial was continued until Monday.
Nine of the defendants and friends,
most of whom were from outside. the
Chicago area, had been staying at a
fieabag hotel called the Genesee.
.They decided to head to Chicago for
the weekend.

They went to a vegetarian restaurant
-on the north side and who should walk
in but Larry Helms, one of the state's
attorneys. He was wearing flannel
shirt and blue jeans. This was the
first indication that he might be a
real person (although the defendants
were hoping this was true all along).

On Monday Jan.29, Beau 0'Reilly took
the stand and did a very .moving oral
interpretation of The Lorax by Dr.
Seuss. He testified that this book
helped form his way of thinking about
big business vs. the environment and
led him to take an active stand.

He explalned a little about the group
of defendants and the consensus dec-
ision-making process that they use.
Then he called the group's support
person, Terry Peck, as his witness.

Terry told the court about the meetings
between himself, ComEd and the police
department that took place before and
after the action. He explained that
the group had all gone to non-violence
training workshops and that no one was
allowed to participate in the civil
disobedience act that had not gone
through this training. The group had
accepted some non-violence guidelines
such as no weapons would be carried,

no drugs or alcohol would be permitted,
no dogs, no running, and in case of
confrontation, the. group would simply
sit down.

continued next page
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Dear Post:

The other day a good friend and I

LETTELRS

And the conelusion that we came to
was that some of the drugs being
used are literally poisoned.

got into a discussion about the

decline and fall of street-drug
quality, a topic which has long been
the dismay of dope purists.

purist, such as myself, believes
a that there should be some degree of
- sanity involved in putting foreign
substances of any kind into the
complex chemical '"laboratory' of the
body.

&
o

Dear Post:

I'm writing in response to Phoebe Caul-
field's January article "Berrigan
Makes Wrong Choice."

I had quite a few problems with this
article, the most basic being the
sweeping generalizations that were be-
ing made about Catholics, the New
England Catholic Peace Fellowship,
anti-abortionists, "Catholics like
Berrigan, " and others. (I'm not quite
certain which of the above groups the
many "they's" in the article were
supposed to indicate.)

I think that many of the grey areas
stem from a misunderstanding of just
what the Catholic Church is supposed to
be. Example: Phoebe begins by
referring to "the Catholic Church's
built-in sexism." The Church is not a
hierarchy, not a building, for neither
of these could continue to exist

on their own. The Church began as and
continues to be people, a very diverse
group of people with far more differ-
ences than similarities between them.

It's an insult to these people's
individuality and dignity to assume
anything to be "built-in." In this
assumption, Phoebe insults Catholics in
much the same way many of our own
bishops and other leaders have insulted
us.

True, sexism has run rampant through
our church's history, as it manifested
itself in all of society; hence,
Catholic Women's movements battle to
change that, as other women's groups
struggle for the same changes in
society at large.

Besides the generalizations, I was
bothered by the assumption that all
anti-abortionists are anti-choice.

I don't know about Phoebe, but I think
women should demand a choice long
before they face the dangers, diffi-
culties, traumas and plain hassles of
a pregnancy and/or abortion. Growing
numbers of Catholiss openly support
birth control, and many, many more
practice it.

It should also be pointed out that the
Pope's statement against birth control
is only a guideline, an opinion, and
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A dope
most users.
and d¢ents.

Why a person dealing in dope should
cut his or her products with unsafe
chemicals is.immediately evident to
It's a matter of dollars
Why sell one gram of 80%
cocaine when you can sell two grams
of 40% cocaine for twice the money?

Post-Amerikan
March 1979
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I don't object to cutting down drugs

Dear Post,

Thought you might like to know that

I saw Bill Stephens here in Austin,
several weeks ago at the Highland
Mall. I knew him personally, so I
know it was him. P.S. What's with
all the stories about gays in the
Post? Have'you all gone gay or some-
thing? Please stick to general
interest stories! Thanks.

name withheld

Post-note: Bill Stevens is a hetero-
sexual ex-MEG agent and convicted
child molester.
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not a statement made "ex cathedra"
(literally "from the chair," or
infallibly). A pope has not made a
statement "ex cathedra" in either
Phoebe's or my own lifetime.

So, many Catholics are "pro-choice,"
for an earlier choice, for a more
easily made choice, for a choice that
may be made with far less pressure and
anxiety, no matter what a particular
woman's beliefs may be.

Finally, Phoebe seems to consider
Daniel Berrigan's anti-abortion stance
as being inconsistent with his other
"politically progressive" views. But
all of Berrigan's activities are "pro-
life" in the fullest sense of the
term. In this sense, standing up
against the death of a fetus is a
logical step from protesting the
deaths of soldiers, Vietnamese
villagers, future targets of nuclear
weapons, prisoners, etc., all of which
Daniel Berrigan has done in his life-
time.

It seems to me that Berrigan is
supporting the idea of abortion as
only a legal choice in his belief
that it is not and cannot be a moral
one.
So, that's my rap. Keep on the
struggle.

--Lucia Dryanski

Davenport, Iowa

They’re not bad people,
as long as they’re in jail

New Jersey State Sen. Joseph Maressa
who has sponsored a bill that would
impose prison sentences and fines on
homosexual acts, gave this '"explan-
ation" for his desire to return to the
middle ages: "I'm not saying that
homosexuals are bad people. It's just
that it's a poor male role model and
undesirable lifestyle to present to
our youth. We should give them macho
role models like Mike Rossman and
Pete Rose. Look, they [homosexuals}
gani'=t, hedp* 5t "o [ ‘heax Ehat /.~ .' . 95
per cent of them are homosexual before
they're five or six years of age. Byt
that doesn't mean we should sanction
e, Ve .

--The Advocate

with corn starch or powdered sugar,
but I do object to hazardous
compounds which can make a person
sick, or even worse, '"flip out."

The fact is that the pigs and narcs
are largely responsible for drugs
being misrepresented. The manufac-
turers of white cross, for example,
stopped using the real thing in their
tablets a long time ago, because there
are many other non-controlled drugs
which create some of speed's

wonderful euphoria without being il-
legal.

The Post ran a very good article along
these lines several years ago, about

a group in Chicago that periodically
tests samples of street drugs to
determine exactly what is being used
in the products. I would like to see
that article reprinted (hint).

One day while I was in Brokaw
Hospital I decided to ask a bonafide
medico about some of the substitute
drugs being marketed. I finally
cornered Dr. Kooker, a psychiatrist,
and asked him, as an example, what
is being used in 'acid'" nowadays.

Kooker rattled off a handful of
""alphabet-soup' names like DMT, DET,
DPT, STP, MDA. The actual chemical
terms are as long as your arm and
sort of frightening (3-methoxy-alpha-
methyl-phenethylamine, etc.). He
also said that in the coke-type
products, strychnine, atropine, and,
worst of all, PCP are being used. -
PCP is fine for sick horses, but
definitely not for humans.

It should come as no surprise that
even our pot has been treated with
dangerous chemicals-- most notably
the hebicide Paraquat-- which can
cause permanent lung damage. This is
typical of the government . getting in-
volved in another shady deal, and
instead of '"protecting'" us from
ourselves, managing to do us more
harm than if they had simply left
things alone.

What about prescription drugs? These
are by far the safest, although it
should be remembered that already
there are many counterfeits.

The best bet is to buy only from
people you can trust, and read up on
the drugs before taking them. I know
one. person who keeps a Physicians'
Desk Referenge with him at all times,
whether he is selling or buying.
Actually the Pharmacists' Guide is
better, because it uses less
technical terms, tells you what forms
the drugs are available in, and even
whether they are controlled or not.

There would be no problem with
poisoned dope if dope were legal.

We have all heard the story of
Prohibition, and how, when alcohol
was illegal, there were numerous
poisonings of bootleg hootch. There
was also a shocking increase of
gangland activities in the sale of
this somewhat innocuous substance.
At the end of Prohibition, and ever
since then, alcohol has been clean and
and relatively safe (although
heavily taxed).

It's time to take a closer look at
what's going on behind the scenes of
our everyday tran§actions.

Wanna buy some Valium?

--James C. Tippett
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| POINTY FEET BEAT

Rock 'n' roll is alive and well in the
Midwest. So shows the soon-tu-be-
released two-record anthology Pointy
Feet Beat, which was produced by the
people who put out the music weekly
Prairie Sun.

As the promotional material says,
"these two records represent a harvest
moon festival of 15 of the Midwest's fav-
orite local bands. It is a barn-bursting
first picking of homegrown rock and
roll, a picnic feast of different tastes,
from the fulsome gospel of Street Wise
to the uptown country of the late lam-
ented New Watermelon Rhythm Band."

The full rollcall includes: Poker Flatts,
Patrick Hazell and Mother Blues, Judd
Group, Locust, Zippyr Band, Swingers,
Slink Rand Group, Prana, Headstone
Band, Dartanyan, Dan Young Band,
Dahcotah, and Enterprise Band of
Pleasure. Some of these bands are
regulars on the Bloomington club cir-
cuit.

The album represents such a potpourri
of styles--country and western, funk,
soul, blues, fusion, new wave, and
plain old rock 'n' roll--that only the
purest of purists won't find something

the Post-Amerikan.

For the next 12 monthly issues, send $3. 00 to Post-
Amerikan, P.O. .Box 3452, Rloomington, TL. &170l.
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If you listen to the city fathers, the Pantagraph, the
civic boosters and the phony speechmakers, you
would think we lived in 2 1930's Hollywood set. But
' let's look behind the scenes. Each month since
April 1972, the Post-Amerikan has been denting
that cerene facade, printing the embarrassing truths name
the city fathers would rather overlook. Take an-

other look at Bloomington-Normal. Subscribe to I

to like. Here are some of the most _
memorable cuts:

Patrick Hazell and Mother Blues con-
tribute two traditional blues tracks.
Hazell's harmonica virtuosity comes
through in a haunting way on "Good
Evening, Mr. Blues."

""More than Enough'" by Judd Group com-
bines some interesting tempo changes

in a Stevie Wonder/ Earth Wind and Fire
style.

For the greater Bloomington/Normal
punk rockers there is the Swingers' '""No
Enemas Please, " which is guaranteed
to titillate the staunchest of anal com-
pulsives.

The quiet jewel of Pointy Feet Beat

is Dartanyan's '"Strength & Love."

This cut is a simple but awesome

lyric, which is intricately harmonized .
Dartanyan's second contribution,
""Stompin' Feet," combines elements

of funk and fusion, and shows off
Marcia Miget Brown's fine horn playing.

""Never Made My Move Too Soon, " by
Street Wise uses Linda Rhodes' gutsy
and bluesy voice to the max.

For country rockers, there are two
numbers by New Watermelon Rhythm
Band. '"I've Never Been Out of Love
(In Denver Before),' sung by Sally Jill
Weisenburg, projects self-doubt and
honest longing in a believable country
twang. Their "Lengthy Conversation"
is a clever double take on the ;onder
side of Kenny Rogers' '""Lucille. "

A fine and dubious example of cock-
rock in the Led Zeppelin vein is
Dahcotah's "Fragile Man, " and Head-
stone offers two very commercial cuts.

The logistics of producing Pointy Feet
Beat involved the musicians picking
and independently producing their own
cuts with coordination and some re-
mixing done by the album's producers,
Bill Knight and Mike Grimm. This
undoubtedly led to the honest portrayal
of the musicians' talents.

It is all the more satisfying that Pointy
Feet Bzat celebrates local talent, who
incorporate the local experience in
their musical expression. Check at
Coop Tapes & Records for the release
date. ®
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